[Varicella associated necrotizing fasciitis in a child].
We present a rare case of necrotizing fasciitis in an 5-year-old infant with preexisting varicella infection. Initially, the patient showed acute pain and swelling of the left thorax with high inflammatory parameters and varicella-specific skin affections. MRT presented diffuse soft tissue swelling of the left chest consistent with necrotizing fasciitis. After aggressive surgical debridement of necrotic tissue and extirpation of axillary lymph nodes, the clinical course improved under appropriate parenteral antimicrobial therapy using penicillin and clindamycin. In conclusion, necrotizing fasciitis should be suspected in any child with a history of varicella infection and increasing complaints of pain and swelling in an extremity or other body area associated with increasing fever, erythema, lethargy, and irritability. Shock, multiorgan failure, and death will ensue if the diagnosis is not promptly recognized.